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Michael  01606 889879

Here to worship God and share his love

Dear reader,

Magazine deadline each month is the 1st of the month before.

It hardly seems possible that it is already February and we are 
being encouraged to look out for snowdrops (P16) which do 
their best to remind us that winter is half over and spring is on 
its way. The nights are still long and dark but Ruth reminds us 
(P4) that at Christmas and every day Jesus brings us light and 
hope.

As ever, there is much to draw your attention to, so do look to 
see if you could perhaps volunteer at The Ark (P11) or become 
a member of the PCC (P14). And, of course, there are details 
of events, exhibitions and concerts as well as initiatives such as 
CAMEO (P6) and Who is this Man? (P10). We hope you will be 
able to join us.

Best wishes, Barbie

https://stjohnsandiway.wixsite.com/website

To get the magazine every month, as a paper or email copy, please call 
Ali on 07796 787245 or email editor.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

February 2026
St John’s registered charity no.1135082

Thank you to all contributors, and as always, if you have any comments or 
suggestions, please get in touch with Ali using the contact details below.

Website

Join the mailing list

Advertising

Magazine submissions
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As I write the first magazine letter of 2026, the decorations have been 
packed away at the Vicarage and even the Christmas chocolates are a 
distant memory. My mind has turned to plans for a New Year, but officially in 
the church calendar Christmas isn’t finished until early February. I’m not one 
of those people who “wish it could be Christmas everyday” but a beautiful 
poem by Howard Thurman started me thinking about the legacy of 
Christmas.

The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost, To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations, To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

Sadly, the peace we sang of in our Christmas carols seems like a dream as 
many people live under the shadow of violence. Who could have imagined 
that 2026 would have begun with the capture of the Venezuelan President 
and threats from the USA to intervene in Greenland, using force if 
necessary? It is easy to feel disheartened, frightened and vulnerable as 
these events are outside our control. However, the birth of Christ reveals 
God’s love entering the world in vulnerability and hope. Making Christmas 
last all year means allowing that love to shape our daily choices long after 
we’ve taken the tree down. It means noticing who is overlooked and 
choosing to see them. It means responding to brokenness — in our families, 
our community, and our world — not with indifference or despair, but with 
compassion and courage. Across our villages, this “work of Christmas” is 
already happening in quiet, faithful ways: meals shared, prayers offered, 
visits made, justice sought, forgiveness practiced. These acts may not look 
spectacular, but they are holy. They are how the light of Christmas continues 
to shine in ordinary time.
We are going to face increasing challenges to hold on to hope and live 
courageously and generously in coming months. Thurman’s poem reminds 
us that peace begins within. To “make music in the heart” is to nurture an 
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inner life rooted in God — one that resists fear, cynicism, and bitterness. 
From that place, our outward actions gain depth and integrity. We become 
people who carry Christmas with us into workplaces, homes, and 
conversations.
As we move through the year, we might like to return again to the question 
“What is the work of Christmas now?”  The answer will look different for each 
of us, but the invitation is the same — to live as people who believe that God 
is still at work in the world, and that we are called to join in.

Every blessing, Ruth

"I am the vine: you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me as I in them bear much fruit."

In 2026 we are going to make a new green altar cloth for Ordinary 
time, based on John 15:5.

In support of St John's Eco Church status, and to incorporate our 
history, our community and our shared future, we are planning a 
quilted patchwork cloth using recycled or stash materials.

What do we need?

• strips of green fabric 12cm/5" wide, any length
• vine leaves in any fibrecraft (sewn, knitted, crocheted, woven, 

embroidered) roughly the size of your hand
• round buttons in any grape colour
Why not raid your stash for remnants, scraps and offcuts? Look out 
for more details of the project in coming months, or email Lucy 
altarcloth@lj.me.uk if you would like to get involved.
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Are you struggling to come to terms with the loss of a 
loved one and feel you have no one who understands 
how you feel?  If this is the case, then please come along 
to CAMEO. 

C.A.M.E.O is a new group starting February 2026.  It stands 
for Come and Meet Each Other, it will be a monthly, informal 
group for those who are bereaved.  We will meet over a coffee 
in the beauty of the church on the first Tuesday of the month 

from 1.30pm to 3pm.  The aim is to provide an opportunity to talk to other people who 
know how grief can feel, whether it is a recent loss or in the past.  The group will be 
a listening ear and offer mutual support to each other.  Two volunteers will be there 
to support and everything that is said will be treated as confidential.  Grief has no time 
limit and every experience of it is individual, there is no right or wrong way to grieve. 

Our first meeting is on Tuesday, 3rd February, in church at 1.30pm. 

If you would like to ask any questions or know more about it, please contact Mandy 
Shaw via mandysjc@btinternet.com or leave your name and phone number with 
Reverend Ruth to pass on.

C.A.M.E.O
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Thank you to every 

single person who made 

the ‘Joy to the World’ 

display possible. 

 To all the individuals and groups who: 

 

made, provided things and displayed them. 

Prayed, encouraged, supported, visited  

 

 

and enabled 

it to be 

shared with 

others – with 

generosity 

and love. 
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You brought joy to 100’s of people and we pray that you will 

continue to give and receive joy through 2026 and beyond! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Wishing you all 

     every blessing 

from Prayer Support 
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Rev Ruth will be leading a discussion group looking at the impact of 
Jesus. (The course dates have been rearranged from earlier in the year 
so that the group will now meet on Tuesdays during Lent.)
Please contact Ruth for more information. 
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It’s 2026 and The Ark celebrates 10 years!
We’ve been redecorated & have an exciting photographic
exhibition by local photographer Mike Lloyd – see below.

Help us to celebrate! 

Come along on Friday 27th February to our annual volunteer coffee morning. 
10-11.30am, to meet current volunteers & consider joining the team.

That evening, we will have open house 6.30-9pm. View our new exhibition
whilst enjoying refreshments. All are welcome. No charge.

Thanks to all who supported Christmas Jumper Day - £450 was raised for Save 
the Children. Many thanks too to all who supported our dishwasher replacement 
fund, this is now in place and saving us a lot of time and effort!

We look forward to seeing you on 27th February or when we reopen on 6th 
March 8.45am - 2pm.  

The Ark Team

The Ark Café 10th ANNIVERSARY exhibition
Mike Lloyd FRPS, a local photographer, will be exhibiting his images and 
explaining the process by which he was awarded his fellowship; the 
highest distinction awarded by the Royal Photographic Society (founded 
in 1853) with present membership of 10,000.

Mike’s images were taken in Glen A�ric over a seven-year period and 
were o�ered for assessment to a panel of five expert judges and 
accepted in June 2025. 

Glen A�ric, nestled in the West Highlands of Scotland, is a protected 
nature reserve of 35,000 acres, of which 30% is forested. It is home to 
one of Scotland’s most beautiful Glens. The images demonstrate 
seasonal shifts in the woodland – from the warm tones of autumn to the 
frosty stillness of winter and the subdued greens of early spring – 
capturing the landscape’s quiet, changing palette. 

Also on display will also be several of Mike’s landscape images from 
Lofoten, Faroe Islands and the West Coast of Scotland. Local locations 
will also be featured – including images of Delamere Forest and 
Whitegate Way. These images will remain on display for a few months 
and are available for purchase as unmounted prints.
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What’s happening at St John’s this month

1st Feb
(Sunday)

8th Feb 
(Sunday)

14th Feb
(Saturday)

Evensong

Holy Communion

Take 40

Wildlife Gardening 
Group

6.30pm Church|

6.30pm Church|

10am-12 Church grounds|

6.30pm Church|

10.15am Church hall|

Celtic Communion

14th Feb
(Saturday)

10th Feb
(Tuesday) 2-4pm Church hall|Valentine Singalong

1st Feb
(Sunday) 10.15am Church|Morning Priase |

8th Feb 
(Sunday)

Breakfast Church
with refreshments from 9.45am 10.15am Church hall|

7th Feb
(Saturday) Walk & Wonder 2pm Start at Scout Hut| Page 17|

Ash Wednesday Holy 
Communion

7pm Church|

15th Feb
(Sunday)

18th Feb
(Wednesday)

15th Feb
(Sunday)

|

Page 6|

|

|

3-5pm Church hall|JIMS music group

February Services and Events

3rd Feb
(Tuesday) Mothers Union 2.30pm Church hall|

3rd Feb
(Tuesday) 1.30pm Church|CAMEO | Page 10

|
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What’s happening at St John’s this month

28th Feb
(Saturday)

2nd March
(Monday)

JIMS music group

6.30pm Church |

7-8.30pm Church |

3-5pm Church hall|

7.30-10pm Church hall|

12noon Church hall |

Weekly services and events

Arts in the Ark

Holy Communion

Night Prayer

Ark Café
Re-opens 6th March

Saturday Sanctuary

Church open 10am-3pm
every weekday

2 - 4pm Church hall|Wednesdays |

9.30am Church|Thursdays |

6.15pm Church |Thursdays |

9am - 2pm Church hall| |Fridays |

10am - 12 noon Church|Saturdays |

Spitting Feathers

Lunchtime Concert

|

22nd Feb
(Sunday)

24th Feb
(Tuesday)

28th Feb
(Saturday)

Morning Praise with 
Sunday Club

Celtic Communion

Who is This Man

10.15am    Church hall |    

Page 10

Page 7

22nd Feb
(Sunday)

 Services and Events

Page 15|

|
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Are you interested in becoming a trustee of St John’s Church,
by joining our Parochial Church Council (PCC)?
In April we will have vacancies on our PCC and we’re looking for people 
to join us as trustees. There are 6 PCC meetings a year and our trustees 
play a vital role in shaping our mission policy and making decisions about 
our buildings and finances. This is an exciting time to join us as we make 
plans for Phase 2 of our Heritage Building Project. 
This is a voluntary role for a 3 year term. To be eligible you need to meet 
all the following criteria:
• Aged 16 years +
• Have been on St John’s Electoral Roll for at least 6 months
• Be confirmed and regularly attend worship, taking Holy Communion at 

least 3 times a year
• Must not be disqualified from being a charity trustee under charity 

law.
• Be willing to serve and undergo a DBS check
For an informal chat or for more information, please contact Mandy Shaw, 
our PCC secretary.
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MONDAY 02 MARCH 12 NOON

St John’s Church Hall, Norley Rd, Sandiway
Followed by a soup lunch also in the Church Hall

£15 | Students £5 | Under 18s free

Please book with 
Kathryn 01606 889879

Pay on the door

Lewis Kingsley Peart
Piano

Lunchtime Concert

Performing a wide var iety of  music
from Classical  to Jazz to Modern



16January Services and Events

Eco Matters    February 2026 
 
Heralds of Spring! 
February’s increasing hours of daylight and 
gently rising temperatures are a welcome 
reminder that spring isn’t too far away. The 
Church festival of Candlemas, celebrated on 
the 2nd February, lies roughly half way 
between the winter solstice’s longest night of 
the year (21st December) and the vernal 
equinox which heralds the first day of spring 
(20th March). February is the month when 
Snowdrops, once called Candlemas Bells, 
are blooming. They are amongst the first 
flowers to emerge after the winter, lifting the 
spirits with thoughts of the sunshine and 
birdsong to come. Snowdrops open their 
flowers when the air temperature reaches 
between 8 and 10 degrees Celsius, the same 
temperature range at which pollinating 
insects, especially bees, become active. The 
nectar produced by the snowdrop flowers is a 
welcome and necessary early food source for 
these insects. If you grow snowdrops, look 
out for these early pollinators visiting the 
flowers on sunny days. If you have lots of snowdrops in your garden, 
then splitting the clumps of grey-green leaves, once the snowdrops 
have finished flowering, and sharing them with your friends and 
neighbours to plant in their gardens is a great way of increasing the 
likelihood that next year’s emerging bees will be able to find nectar 
wherever they fly. 
 
Sunday, February 15th: you are welcome to join us for the Take 40 
service in church when the Eco Team will be reflecting further on 
seasonal changes as we move through winter into spring. The service 
starts at 6.30pm. 

Church Wildlife Gardening Group 
Saturday, February 14th 2026,10.00am-12.00 noon,  
Come and join us for a couple of hours in the fresh air as we work to 
improve the church garden as a habitat for local wildlife.  This month, 
our tasks will suit all ages. We will replenish our bird feeders, clean out 
and top up the bird baths, check on the progress of the snowdrops that 
are growing on the holly bank and spend some time appreciating how 
amazing birds nest are. We will continue to remove some of the grass 
from the pollinator zone to allow the other plants there to receive more 
light as they begin to emerge from the soil and we’ll prune the 
buddleias. Sturdy footwear and weatherproof clothing are essential and 
children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  If you have your 
own spade, fork or secateurs, please bring them with you. If you would 
like to find out more, please contact the eco team at: 
eco.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
February’s wildlife gardening tip 
At this time of year, garden birds need shelter, a 
regular food supply and access to clean water to 
survive the harsh winter weather. If you can, keep 
your bird feeders topped up with food and provide 
clean, fresh water in a bird bath. 
 
Walk and Wonder 
Join us on Sunday, 8th February 2026 for a winter stroll of about 3km, 
taking in the sights and sounds and learning more about our local 
natural landscape. Meet outside Sandiway and Cuddington Scout 
Hall at 2pm. Please wear sturdy footwear and weather-proof clothing. 
 
Environment Days coming up… 
February 2nd: World Wetlands Day, highlighting the vital role of 
wetlands in sustaining biodiversity, human well-being and climate 
resilience. 
                                                                                                   
May we all work together to tread a little more lightly on our precious 
earth.   

Alison, Jane, Suzanne and Bev. 

mailto:eco.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com
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Heritage Snippets 

In St John’s Bap.stry there is a brass 
plaque in memory of Jabez Thompson 
and his wife Sarah. Jabez inherited the 
Terraco?a Brickworks on Manchester 
Road, Northwich, from his father John 
Thompson. John had established several 
important salt and brick firms in the 
town. Examples of their impressive 
ornamental terraco?a is to  be found in 
London, Birmingham and all over the 
North West. Locally Jabez Thompson’s 
works produced the decora.ve screen 
behind the altar at 

Li?le Leigh Church which depicts Leonardo de Vinci’s 
Last Supper and two large panels on the front of the 
former Verdin Technical school, Winsford. In 1890 
Jabez built Abbotsford (see below) in Cuddington to 
John Douglas’ design. Here he lived with his family 
un.l his death in 1911.                                                                        

The book above, 
en.tled Terraco.a 
Thompson by David 
North has recently 
been published by the Northwich 
Heritage Society. It tells the story of 

Jabez Thompson and Sons impressive ornamental brickwork and is 
lavishly illustrated. An order form for any of the society’s publica.ons 
can be found on their website – www.northwich-heritage.org.uk 

Jabez Thompson 

Last month Diana and David Jackson should have been acknowledged as being 
right all along about G. P. Gamon being responsible for the West Window. 



Baptisms from the registers

16th November  Indie Meakin-Richards

Funerals from the registers
7th November   John Birch 
17th November    Keith Greenway
18th November   Milly Woodhead
9th December   Stan Foster
22nd December   David Coulbeck

Save the Date!
Ceilidh and hotpot supper

6th March at 7pm in the church hall
Tickets £15
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Jacqueline Wilson 
 Independent Funeral Services Ltd 
 

Over 25 years local experience 

NAFD Qualified 

24 hours a day Personal Service 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 www.jwifs.co.uk 

TARPORLEY ROAD 

TARVIN 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH3 8NF 

TEL: 01829 740002 

EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk 

40A MAIN STREET 

FRODSHAM 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 7AU 

TEL:  01928 643078 

EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk 

74 WESTON GROVE 

UPTON 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH2 1QL 

TEL:  01244 952540 

EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk 

HILL VIEW 

HIGH STREET 

CLOTTON 

TARPORLEY 

CHESHIRE 

CW6 0EG 

TEL:  01829 781572 

EMAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk 

1 CROWN BUILDINGS 

LATHAM AVENUE 

HELSBY 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 0DX 

TEL: 01928 391699 

EMAIL: helsby@jwifs.co.uk 

Start your conversation with us today:

SJP Approved 20/06/25

 Your Wealth. Your Freedom.
Your Life.

Oakmere Wealth is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website

www.sjp.co.uk/products. Oakmere Wealth is a trading name of Oakmere Wealth Management Ltd. The ‘St. James's Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’
are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.

We’re here to listen to your big dreams and show you
what is possible.

FINANCIAL PLANNING  |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |   ESTATE PLANNING

http://www.sjp.co.uk/products
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Hire St John’s Church Hall
Large hall with fully-equipped modern kitchen 

£16/hour (one off hire) / £13/hour (regular hire)

Call 07356 011044 / email hall.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

www.physioinyourhome.co.uk

To advertise, please 
contact Michael Holmes

Call 01606 889879 or email 
mholmes79@talktalk.net

Thank you to all of our 
advertisers!

2416

MYERS TREE CARE LTD 
Pruning - Planting - Felling 

Stump Grinding 
Prompt Professional Service Guaranteed 

Free Written Quotations, without obligation 
David Myers N.C.H. / N.D. (ARB) 

0161 449 9556 
Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road, Marple Bridge, Stockport 

www: myerstreecare.co.uk 

Brickwork, 
Joinery, 

Plumbing,
Plastering,
Roofing, Guttering uPVC, Doors & 

Windows supplied & Fitted 
High Quality,Professional Service 

From Your Local Company 
Tel : 01606 333992 Mob:07732828017 

CLIFF DICKENSON & SON
New Car Sales
Used Ford/Ford Direct/Other Manufacturer’s Sales
Excellent Service and MOT Facilities
Ford Parts Department
Motability Sales and Service
Established in 1927 – Celebrating 80 Years in business in 2007

Station Road Garage
Winsford  Cheshire  CW7 3DQ

01606 592352  http://www.cliffdickenson.co.uk

                            
Just one phone call and we’ll 

deliver your favourite newspaper 
or magazine to your door. 

Handley’s……your  
village newsagent!

Telephone  01606 883 203

Phone Tom on 
01606 594390 
Mobile 07811492093 

TJ ELECTRICS.
Your Local Electrician. 
ELECSA Registered 

16

MYERS TREE CARE LTD 
Pruning - Planting - Felling 

Stump Grinding 
Prompt Professional Service Guaranteed 

Free Written Quotations, without obligation 
David Myers N.C.H. / N.D. (ARB) 

0161 449 9556 
Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road, Marple Bridge, Stockport 

www: myerstreecare.co.uk 

Brickwork, 
Joinery, 

Plumbing,
Plastering,
Roofing, Guttering uPVC, Doors & 

Windows supplied & Fitted 
High Quality,Professional Service 

From Your Local Company 
Tel : 01606 333992 Mob:07732828017 

CLIFF DICKENSON & SON
New Car Sales
Used Ford/Ford Direct/Other Manufacturer’s Sales
Excellent Service and MOT Facilities
Ford Parts Department
Motability Sales and Service
Established in 1927 – Celebrating 80 Years in business in 2007
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Winsford  Cheshire  CW7 3DQ

01606 592352  http://www.cliffdickenson.co.uk
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Just one phone call and we’ll 

deliver your favourite newspaper 
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Handley’s……your  
village newsagent!

Telephone  01606 883 203

Phone Tom on 
01606 594390 
Mobile 07811492093 

TJ ELECTRICS.
Your Local Electrician. 
ELECSA Registered 

M Kennerley and Son 
Painters and Decorators  
Family Business. Est 1969  

Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial 

Tel: 01606 884002 or 01565 651797 
07713244381 

www.mkennerleyandson.co.uk 

Lawn Maintenance &
General Handyman
‘Quality is the Standard’

Tim Darbyshire
Retired Police Officer
Sandiway Resident

Mobile  07580419138
E-Mail tdarby2130@aol.com

No Job too Small





Here at Cli�  Dickenson & Son,
we remain your trusted partner

on the road ahead.

• AUTHORISED FORD
SERVICE CENTRE

• FORD DIREC T USED C AR DEALER
• MOT TESTING AND
PARTS DEPARTMENT

• QUALIT Y USED C ARS

NEW CHAPTER
SAME COMMITMENT

FORD SERVICE

FOURTH 
GENER ATION

FAMILY
BUSINESS

C L I F F  D I C K E N SO N  &  SO N
STAT I O N  ROA D  •  W I N S F O R D  •  C W 7  3 D Q
01606 592352     www.cliffdickenson.co.uk

ESTAB LI S H ED 1927

                        GO TO HANDLEY’S  

       GREAT VALUE, RANGE AND SERVICE  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  - 05.30—20.00  01606 301898 


