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Contact ‘Us

Christenings Funerals Home Groups

Vicar: = Weddings

Reverend
Ruth Mock Call 01606 883286 or 07592 173871

Email vicar.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

General Help and advice ( Churchwarden )

Ali ali.stjiohnsandiway@gmail.com or 07796 787245

Children and family groups

Janet (Sunday Club) buttanshawje@gmail.com

Prayer Support

Sandra 07957 733993 or sandrastevenson@live.co.uk

Music C Director of Music)

Emma 07944 090354 or dr.ekmorley@hotmail.co.uk

Foodbank donations

Sue 01606 889448

Financial queries Treasurer

Andy 01606 882690 or treasurer.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

Church Events  Safeguarding (Safeguarding officer)( Social & fundraising Iead)

Julie 07713 813147 or safeguarding.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com
or socialevents.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

Book the church hall
Ccall 07356 011044 or email hall.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com



St Joan’s Sandiway

Here to worship God and share his love

Website

Dear reader,

It hardly seems possible that it is already February and we are
being encouraged to look out for snowdrops (P16) which do
their best to remind us that winter is half over and spring is on
its way. The nights are still long and dark but Ruth reminds us
(P4) that at Christmas and every day Jesus brings us light and
hope.

As ever, there is much to draw your attention to, so do look to
see if you could perhaps volunteer at The Ark (P11) or become
a member of the PCC (P14). And, of course, there are details
of events, exhibitions and concerts as well as initiatives such as
CAMEOQ (P6) and Who is this Man? (P10). We hope you will be
able to join us.

Best wishes, Barbie

https://stjohnsandiway.wixsite.com/website

Magazine submissions

Magazine deadline each month is the 1st of the month before.

Thank you to all contributors, and as always, if you have any comments or
suggestions, please get in touch with Ali using the contact details below.

Join the mailing list

To get the magazine every month, as a paper or email copy, please call
Ali on 07796 787245 or email editor.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

Advertising
Michael

01606 889879
February 2026

St John’s registered charity no.1135082



A message from Revd. Ruth 4

As | write the first magazine letter of 2026, the decorations have been
packed away at the Vicarage and even the Christmas chocolates are a
distant memory. My mind has turned to plans for a New Year, but officially in
the church calendar Christmas isn’t finished until early February. I’'m not one
of those people who “wish it could be Christmas everyday” but a beautiful
poem by Howard Thurman started me thinking about the legacy of
Christmas.

The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost, To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations, To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heatrt.

Sadly, the peace we sang of in our Christmas carols seems like a dream as
many people live under the shadow of violence. Who could have imagined
that 2026 would have begun with the capture of the Venezuelan President
and threats from the USA to intervene in Greenland, using force if
necessary? It is easy to feel disheartened, frightened and vulnerable as
these events are outside our control. However, the birth of Christ reveals
God’s love entering the world in vulnerability and hope. Making Christmas
last all year means allowing that love to shape our daily choices long after
we've taken the tree down. It means noticing who is overlooked and
choosing to see them. It means responding to brokenness — in our families,
our community, and our world — not with indifference or despair, but with
compassion and courage. Across our villages, this “work of Christmas” is
already happening in quiet, faithful ways: meals shared, prayers offered,
visits made, justice sought, forgiveness practiced. These acts may not look
spectacular, but they are holy. They are how the light of Christmas continues
to shine in ordinary time.

We are going to face increasing challenges to hold on to hope and live
courageously and generously in coming months. Thurman’s poem reminds
us that peace begins within. To “make music in the heart” is to nurture an
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inner life rooted in God — one that resists fear, cynicism, and bitterness.
From that place, our outward actions gain depth and integrity. We become
people who carry Christmas with us into workplaces, homes, and
conversations.

As we move through the year, we might like to return again to the question
“What is the work of Christmas now?” The answer will look different for each
of us, but the invitation is the same — to live as people who believe that God
is still at work in the world, and that we are called to join in.

Every blessing, Ruth

" AM THE VINE: YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. THOSE WHO
ABIDE IN ME AS | IN THEM BEAR MUCH FRUIT."

In 2026 we are going to make a new green altar cloth for Ordinary
time, based on John 15:5.

In support of St John's Eco Church status, and to incorporate our
history, our community and our shared future, we are planning a
quilted patchwork cloth using recycled or stash materials.

What do we need?

» strips of green fabric 12cm/5" wide, any length

* vine leaves in any fibrecraft (sewn, knitted, crocheted, woven,
embroidered) roughly the size of your hand

* round buttons in any grape colour

Why not raid your stash for remnants, scraps and offcuts? Look out

for more details of the project in coming months, or email Lucy

altarcloth@lj.me.uk if you would like to get involved.
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Are you struggling to come to terms with the loss of a
loved one and feel you have no one who understands
how you feel? If this is the case, then please come along
to CAMEO.

C.A.M.E.O is a new group starting February 2026. It stands
for Come and Meet Each Other, it will be a monthly, informal
group for those who are bereaved. We will meet over a coffee
in the beauty of the church on the first Tuesday of the month
from 1.30pm to 3pm. The aim is to provide an opportunity to talk to other people who
know how grief can feel, whether it is a recent loss or in the past. The group will be
a listening ear and offer mutual support to each other. Two volunteers will be there
to support and everything that is said will be treated as confidential. Grief has no time
limit and every experience of it is individual, there is no right or wrong way to grieve.

Our first meeting is on Tuesday, 3™ February, in church at 1.30pm.

If you would like to ask any questions or know more about it, please contact Mandy
Shaw via mandysjc@btinternet.com or leave your name and phone number with
Reverend Ruth to pass on.
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Live Covers Band

Saturday 28th February 7.30-16?3m

A maduwe of acousdlic and upbeal muaic
‘Gomelhing ot everwyone!l’
Bring your own drinks and a glass - nibbles will be provided

St Johns Church HaII

Norley Road, Sandiway CW8 2JY
Tickets £10
Contact Julie Westgate 07713 813147 or email
socialevents.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

spittingfeathersmusic.co.uk




Thank you to every

single person who made
the ‘Joy to the World’
display ossible.

@ 2L # *a’* ****

and enabled
it to be
shared with
others — with
generosity

and love.
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You brought joy to 100’s of people and we pray that you will
continue to give and receive joy through 2026 and ond!

-

.
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Wishing you all
every blessing

from Prayer Support ;




Rev Ruth will be leading a discussion group looking at the impact of
Jesus. (The course dates have been rearranged from earlier in the year
so that the group will now meet on Tuesdays during Lent.)

Please contact Ruth for more information.

WHO IS Explore the influence and
challenge Jesus has had on
THIS history - and on your life

Join us for a five-session Bible study

MAN 7 course exploring the life and significance
°

of Jesus.

Venue: The Vicarage or St John's Church

Awelcoming, discussion-based group for Lent, ,
. s (dependent on numbers).

based on the book by John Ortberg
All Welcome!

Contact Rev Ruth Mock for more details. Meet]ng on Tuesday evenings 7 - 830pm
Email: vicar.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com Dates: 24th February' 3,[1 10m 17m 3 24¢
March
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It’s 2026 and The Ark celebrates 10 years!

We've been redecorated & have an exciting photographic
exhibition by local photographer Mike Lloyd — see below.

Help us to celebrate!

Come along on Friday 27th February to our annual volunteer coffee morning.
10-11.30am, to meet current volunteers & consider joining the team.

That evening, we will have open house 6.30-9pm. View our new exhibition
whilst enjoying refreshments. All are welcome. No charge.

Thanks to all who supported Christmas Jumper Day - £450 was raised for Save
the Children. Many thanks too to all who supported our dishwasher replacement
fund, this is now in place and saving us a lot of time and effort!

We look forward to seeing you on 27th February or when we reopen on 6th
March 8.45am - 2pm.
The Ark Team

The Ark Café 10" ANNIVERSARY exhibition

Mike Lloyd FRPS, a local photographer, will be exhibiting his images and
explaining the process by which he was awarded his fellowship; the
highest distinction awarded by the Royal Photographic Society (founded
in 1853) with present membership of 10,000.

Mike’s images were taken in Glen Affric over a seven-year period and
were offered for assessment to a panel of five expert judges and
acceptedinJune 2025.

Glen Affric, nestled in the West Highlands of Scotland, is a protected
nature reserve of 35,000 acres, of which 30% is forested. It is home to
one of Scotland’s most beautiful Glens. The images demonstrate
seasonal shifts in the woodland - from the warm tones of autumn to the
frosty stillness of winter and the subdued greens of early spring —
capturing the landscape’s quiet, changing palette.

Also on display will also be several of Mike’s landscape images from
Lofoten, Faroe Islands and the West Coast of Scotland. Local locations
will also be featured —including images of Delamere Forest and
Whitegate Way. These images will remain on display for a few months
and are available for purchase as unmounted prints.




February Services and Events

What'’s happening at St John'’s this month

1t Feb
(Sunday)

1t Feb
(Sunday)

3 Feb
(Tuesday)

3 Feb
(Tuesday)

7" Feb
(Saturday)

8t Feb
(Sunday)

8t Feb
(Sunday)

10* Feb
(QVEELEW))

14t Feb
(Saturday)

Morning Priase

Evensong

CAMEO

Mothers Union

Walk & Wonder

Breakfast Church
with refreshments from 9.45am

Celtic Communion

Valentine Singalong

Wildlife Gardening
Group

th
(S;I:turl':;:y) JIMS music group

15" Feb
(Sunday)

15 Feb
(Sunday)

18* Feb
(Wednesday)

Holy Communion

Take 40

Ash Wednesday Holy
Communion

10.15am Church
6.30pm Church

1.30pm Church
2.30pm Church hall
2pm Start at Scout Hut

10.15am Church hall
6.30pm Church

2-4pm Church hall
10am-12  Church grounds
3-5pm Church hall
10.15am Church hall
6.30pm Church
7pm Church

Page 10

Page 17

Page 6



Services and Events

What’s happening at St John's this month

el O s 1045am  Chureh hall

(232;‘:,5:3) Celtic Communion 6.30pm Church

(f::s';z";’) Who is This Man  7-8.30pm  Church Page 10
(SzaB;Lf:a:oy) JIMS music group 3-5pm Church hall

(SZaB;:f;:y) Spitting Feathers 7.30-10pm Church hall Page 7

Lunchtime Concert 12noon Church hall | Page 15
. Church open 10am-3pm
Weekly services and events overy weekday

Arts in the Ark Wednesdays 2-4pm  Church hall
Holy Communion Thursdays 9.30am Church
Night Prayer Thursdays 6.15pm Church
Ark Cafe Fridays 9am -2pm  Church hall

Re-opens 6th March

Saturday Sanctuary Saturdays 10am - 12 noon Church



Are you interested in becoming a trustee of St John’s Church,
by joining our Parochial Church Council (PCC)?

In April we will have vacancies on our PCC and we’re looking for people
to join us as trustees. There are 6 PCC meetings a year and our trustees
play a vital role in shaping our mission policy and making decisions about
our buildings and finances. This is an exciting time to join us as we make
plans for Phase 2 of our Heritage Building Project.

This is a voluntary role for a 3 year term. To be eligible you need to meet
all the following criteria:

* Aged 16 years +

* Have been on St John’s Electoral Roll for at least 6 months

* Be confirmed and regularly attend worship, taking Holy Communion at
least 3 times a year

» Must not be disqualified from being a charity trustee under charity
law.

» Be willing to serve and undergo a DBS check

For an informal chat or for more information, please contact Mandy Shaw,
our PCC secretary.

o “N "% Join us in the Ark Café for a

a P i ; friendly couple of hours to

have a chat and work on your
project.

Every Wednesday afternoon
2-4pm with refreshments
£1 per person.

No formal teaching - we learn
from each other.

The Ark Café is at the side of St
John’s Church Halll, Norley Rd

Joy Coulbeck 07795314424
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Lunchtime Concert

Lewis Kingsley Peart
Piano

Performing a wide variety of music
from Classical to Jazz to Modern

MONDAY 02 MARCH 12 NOON

St John’s Church Hall, Norley Rd, Sandiway
Followed by a soup lunch also in the Church Hall
£15 | Students £5 | Under 18s free

Please book with
Kathryn 01606 889879
Pay on the door




January Services and Events

Eco Matters February 2026

Heralds of Spring!

February’s increasing hours of daylight and
gently rising temperatures are a welcome
reminder that spring isn’t too far away. The
Church festival of Candlemas, celebrated on
the 2" February, lies roughly half way
between the winter solstice’s longest night of
the year (21°* December) and the vernal
equinox which heralds the first day of spring
(20™ March). February is the month when
Snowdrops, once called Candlemas Bells,
are blooming. They are amongst the first
flowers to emerge after the winter, lifting the
spirits with thoughts of the sunshine and
birdsong to come. Snowdrops open their
flowers when the air temperature reaches
between 8 and 10 degrees Celsius, the same
temperature range at which pollinating
insects, especially bees, become active. The
nectar produced by the snowdrop flowers is a
welcome and necessary early food source for
these insects. If you grow snowdrops, look
out for these early pollinators visiting the
flowers on sunny days. If you have lots of snowdrops in your garden,
then splitting the clumps of grey-green leaves, once the snowdrops
have finished flowering, and sharing them with your friends and
neighbours to plant in their gardens is a great way of increasing the
likelihood that next year’s emerging bees will be able to find nectar
wherever they fly.

Sunday, February 15": you are welcome to join us for the Take 40
service in church when the Eco Team will be reflecting further on
seasonal changes as we move through winter into spring. The service
starts at 6.30pm.


mailto:eco.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

St John'’s Sandiway

Church Wildlife Gardening Group

Saturday, February 14" 2026,10.00am-12.00 noon,

Come and join us for a couple of hours in the fresh air as we work to
improve the church garden as a habitat for local wildlife. This month,
our tasks will suit all ages. We will replenish our bird feeders, clean out
and top up the bird baths, check on the progress of the snowdrops that
are growing on the holly bank and spend some time appreciating how
amazing birds nest are. We will continue to remove some of the grass
from the pollinator zone to allow the other plants there to receive more
light as they begin to emerge from the soil and we’ll prune the
buddleias. Sturdy footwear and weatherproof clothing are essential and
children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. If you have your
own spade, fork or secateurs, please bring them with you. If you would
like to find out more, please contact the eco team at:
eco.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com We look forward to seeing you!

February’s wildlife gardening tip

At this time of year, garden birds need shelter, a
regular food supply and access to clean water to
survive the harsh winter weather. If you can, keep
your bird feeders topped up with food and provide
clean, fresh water in a bird bath.

Walk and Wonder

Join us on Sunday, 8" February 2026 for a winter stroll of about 3km,
taking in the sights and sounds and learning more about our local
natural landscape. Meet outside Sandiway and Cuddington Scout
Hall at 2pm. Please wear sturdy footwear and weather-proof clothing.

Environment Days coming up...

February 2": World Wetlands Day, highlighting the vital role of
wetlands in sustaining biodiversity, human well-being and climate
resilience.

May we all work together to tread a little more lightly on our precious
earth.
Alison, Jane, Suzanne and Bev.


mailto:eco.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

Heritage Snippets

In St John’s Baptistry there is a brass
plague in memory of Jabez Thompson
- and his wife Sarah. Jabez inherited the
TERRACOTTA THOMPSOM | Terracotta Brickworks on Manchester
Road, Northwich, from his father John
Thompson. John had established several
important salt and brick firms in the
town. Examples of their impressive
ornamental terracotta is to be found in
London, Birmingham and all over the
North West. Locally Jabez Thompson’s
works produced the decorative screen
behind the altar at
Little Leigh Church which depicts Leonardo de Vinci’s
Last Supper and two large panels on the front of the
former Verdin Technical school, Winsford. In 1890
Jabez built Abbotsford (see below) in Cuddington to
John Douglas’ design. Here he lived with his family
until his death in 1911.

The book above,
entitled Terracotta

Thompson by David Jabez Thompson
North has recently

been published by the Northwich
Heritage Society. It tells the story of
Jabez Thompson and Sons impressive ornamental brickwork and is
lavishly illustrated. An order form for any of the society’s publications
can be found on their website — www.northwich-heritage.org.uk

Last month Diana and David Jackson should have been acknowledged as being
right all along about G. P. Gamon being responsible for the West Window.




St John'’s Sandiway

Baptisms from the registers

16th November Indie Meakin-Richards

Funerals from the registers

7th November John Birch
17th November Keith Greenway
18th November Milly Woodhead
9th December Stan Foster
22nd December David Coulbeck

Ceilidh and hotpot supper
6th March at 7pm in the church hall
Tickets £15

NHY,
FIX COUNSELLING
& WELLBEING

07951490071 . 07356282414

clutterfix.org . . -
lUtiartix ,.gz,, Nicola.NHcounselling@gmail.com
- =

(CLUTTER




DEBORAH WISE WILLS AND

LASTING POWERS

WILLS LTD OF ATTORNEY

Fully insured professional Will Writers and non-practicing solicitors
Extensive expertise drafting Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney

35+ years combined experience working in leading law firms

Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney

Asset Protection Wills (Care
Home Fees)

Inheritance Tax Advice and Planning

Probate and Estate Administration

Home Visits in Chester, Tarporley,
Northwich and surrounding areas

Online face-to-face appointments
nationwide

Premium service at competitive

fees CONTACT US
For more information or @ 07966 171849

to book an appointment

pIease give us a call @ deborah@deborahwisewills.co.uk

Deborah Wise Wills Ltd
Company no. 14874314 « VAT registration no. 440 9366 89
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gacque[ine Wilson

Independent Funeral Services Ltd

www.jwifs.co.uk

Over 25 years local experience
NAFD Qualified
24 hours a day Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

HiLL VIEw
HIGH STREET I CROWN BUILDINGS TARPORLEY ROAD 74 WESTON GROVE
CLOTTON 40A MAIN STREET LATHAM AVENUE TARVIN UpTON
TARPORLEY FRODSHAM HELsBY CHESTER CHESTER
CHESHIRE CHESHIRE CHESHIRE CHESHIRE CHESHIRE
CW6 0EG WA6 TAU WA6 0DX CH3 8NF CH2 IQL
TEL: 01829 781572 TEL: 01928 643078 TEL: 01928 391699 TEL: 01829 740002 TEL: 01244 952540

EMAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: helsby@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk
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Your Wealth. Your Freedom.
Your Life.

We're here to listen to your big dreams and show you
what is possible.

FINANCIAL PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | ESTATE PLANNING

B
Start your conversation with us today: [£E
e
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£16/hour (one off hire)

Hire St John’s Church Hall
Large hall with fully-equipped modern kitchen

/ £13/hour (regular hire)

Call 07356 011044 / email hall.stjohnsandiway@gmail.com

To advertise, please
contact Michael Holmes

Call 01606 889879 or email
mholmes79@talktalk.net

Thank you to all of our
advertisers!

PHYSIO

IN YOUR HOME

25 YEARS NHS EXPERIENCE IN

THE COMMUNITY
|registered

Natasha Whieldon
www.hcpe-uk.org

BSc (Hons) physiotherapy MCSP

Specialising in:

doab g & k . Acupuncture
Rehabilitation ' ¥ Association
g of Chartered
Acupuncture % Physiotherapists
Strength / Balance g
Orthopaedics ( : J
" CHARTERED
SOCIETY
07988 611513 Prvsomeur

natasha@physioinyourhome.co.uk 0
www.physioinyourhome.co.uk

The Picture Garden

Garden Maintenance and
Landscaping Services
Hedge Curting & Tree Pruning

2 Bl roundwork ® Turd | aying and H:vdin:_;

|'1'711_‘_'| . Illﬂlll'\\il'hl.d illlJ1LL !.ll“.l!.'l.“.l"l

Mike Starkey
01928 787940
07890 883509

M. Kennerley & Son
Decorators

Est 1563

Andrew Kennerley

andrewkennerleyitgooglemail.com

01606 884002 | 07713 244381

mkennerdeyandson.co.uk




FOWLES FUNERAL SERVICES

WINSFORD’S ONLY INDEPENDENT
FAMILY RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

* A caring, sincere and professional 24 hour service * Dedicated Chapel of Rest
* Pre-paid funeral plans ¢ Visit our Peaceful Garden of Reflection

“The Wind Phone”

This Phone will never ring.
It is connected by love
to nowhere and everywhere.

It is for those who have an
empty place in their heart

left by a loved one. Golden Charter g

Say hello, say goodbye.
Talk of the past Funeral Plans st

The present, the future.

Five Times National
Award Winners

The wind will carry your message

133-135 Delamere Street * Winsford Cheshire « CW7 2LY

Tel No: 01606 592724 24 Hour: 07970 900 536
www.fowlesfuneralservices.com




GO TO HANDLEY’S
GREAT VALUE, RANGE AND SERVICE UPS Access Point

01606 301898

Here at Cliff Dickenson & Son,

FORD SERVICE we remain your trusted partner

on the road ahead.

* AUTHORISED FORD
NEW CHAPTER ‘W@
* FORD DIRECT USED CAR DEALER

SAME COMMITMENT « MOT TESTING AND

PARTS DEPARTMENT

C[Qg-z)[ckengon &,Son * QUALITY USED CARS

FOURTH
GENERATION
FAMILY
BUSINESS

" CLIFF DICKENSON & SON

STATION ROAD - WINSFORD - CW7 3DQ
01606 592352 www.cliffdickenson.co.uk

ESTABLISHED 1927




